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Key Verses:

Henrietta Mears writes that "You will come to appreciate the full force & magnetic beauty of Deuteronomy only as you read its
pages....Nothing in literature matches the majesty of its eloquence. Nothing in the OT has any more powerful appeal for the spiritual
life. No book in all the Word of God pictures better the life that is lived according to God's will & the blessings showered upon the
soul who comes into the richness & fullness of spiritual living along the rugged pathway of simple obedience...If you want a taste of
heaven on earth, become familiar with Deuteronomy." (What the Bible is All About)

J Sidlow Baxter - The Hebrew name for this fifth writing of Moses was Haddebharim, that is, "the Words" - this name being taken
from the opening verse of the book: "these be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the wilderness ..."
This name sufficiently marks off its special character from the more definitely historical and legislative books which have preceded it.
The history and legislation of the earlier books are reviewed in Deuteronomy, but only as the basis for the words of admonition which
are now recorded. In the truest, deepest, and profoundest sense, Deuteronomy is a book of words; for never were wiser or weightier
words uttered.

Our own title, "Deuteronomy," is taken from the Greek, deuteros (second) and nomos (law) - the title which the Septuagint (Lxx)
translators gave to the book when they translated the Old Testament into Greek, somewhere about the third century B.C. In
Deuteronomy we have a second giving of the Law, or, rather, a new expounding of it to the new generation of Israel who had grown
up in the wilderness and were needing to have the Law repeated and expounded to them before their entering into Canaan.
Deuteronomy is not the giving of a new Law, but an explication of that which was already given.

A Book of Transition - Deuteronomy is a book of transition. It marks a transition in a fourfold way. First, it marks the transition to a
new generation; for with the exception of Caleb and Joshua, and Moses himself, the old generation which came up from Egypt and
was numbered at Sinai, had passed away, and a new generation had grown up. Second, it marks the transition to a new
possession. The wilderness pilgrimage was to give place to the national occupancy of Canaan. Third, it marks the transition to a
new experience, to a new life - houses instead of tents, settled habitation instead of wandering, and, instead of the wilderness diet,
the milk and honey and corn and wine of Canaan. Fourth, it marks the transition to a new revelation of God - the revelation of His
love. From Genesis to Numbers the love of God is never spoken of but here, in Deuteronomy, we have the wonderful words:
"Because He loved thy fathers, therefore He chose their seed" (Dt 4:37); "the Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you
because ye were more in number than any people, for ye were the fewest of all people; but because the Lord loved you" (Dt 7:7-8);
"the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them" (Dt 10:15); "the Lord thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, because
the Lord thy God loved thee" (Dt 23:5).

While speaking of the transitionary nature of Deuteronomy, it is interesting to mention that just as the Old Testament begins with five
historical books - Genesis to Deuteronomy, so the New Testament begins with five historical books - Matthew to Acts; and there is a
striking parallel between The Acts of the Apostles, the fifth book of the New Testament, and Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the Old.
The Acts, like Deuteronomy, marks a great transition. It marks the transition from the distinctive message of the "Gospels" to that of
the epistles. Like Deuteronomy, it marks the transition to a new generation - a re-generation in Christ. Like Deuteronomy, it marks
the transition to a new possession - a spiritual Canaan with "all blessings in the heavenlies, in Christ." Like Deuteronomy, it marks
the transition to a new experience - a new birth, a new life, a new dynamic, in the Holy Spirit. Like Deuteronomy, it marks the
transition to a new revelation of God - the revelation given in the Church epistles of "the mystery which from the beginning of the

Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy three times in His temptation in the wilderness [Mat 4:1-11; Dt 8:3; Dt 6:16; Dt
6:13,14; also Dt 10:20].

Dt 6:5 - "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might."

Dt 7:9 - "Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and
His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments."
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world hath been hid in God," namely, the Church; so that now "there might be known, by the Church, the manifold wisdom of God"
(Eph 3:10).

But what is equally striking is that both Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the one group, and Acts, the fifth book of the other group, are
books in which God gives His people a second chance. What is Deuteronomy? It is deuteros nomos, the second giving of the Law.
Before the new generation is committed to Joshua's charge, Moses, at God's command, rehearses the Law to them. What is the
book of the Acts? It is the second offer of the Kingdom of Heaven to the Jews, first at the capital, to the Jews of the homeland, and
then through the empire, to the Jews of the dispersion. Of this we shall say more later; but it is well to have it in find even now.
(Explore the Book- J. Sidlow Baxter - recommended)

Paul Van Gorder - If we were to write one word across this book to state its theme, it would be ''obedience.'' The significant
promise and ominous warning are seen in Deuteronomy 11:26-28, which sums it all up. The book of Deuteronomy may be
comfortably divided according to the addresses of Moses. Deuteronomy shows with unmistakable clarity the inflexibility of the law
and the necessity of complete subjection to the Word of God. As Romans 3:19 declares, ''Now we know that whatever things the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.''
Christ is the fulfillment of the law. He is the only Israelite to obey God totally in the promised land. He alone kept the letter of the
code that was set forth in Deuteronomy. The Lord Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy three times in His temptation in the wilderness
[cp. Mat 4:1-11; Deu 8:3; 6:16; 6:13,14; also 10:20]. Surely, a book so valuable to the Savior in such a time must also be valuable to
us!

But where do you find Christ pictured in the book of Deuteronomy? Ada Habershon in The Study of Types lists 67 types and 13
contrasts between Moses and Christ. The Lord Jesus is seen in a twofold way in the book of Deuteronomy: by prophecy and by
type. These words of Moses are recorded in Deuteronomy 18:15, ''The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto Him ye shall hearken.'' After the Lord Jesus fed the 5,000 in Galilee, the people said, ''This
is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world'' (John 6:14). Shortly before the stones were hurled that crushed out the life
of Stephen, that godly believer [quoted Moses] about Jesus. ''This is that Moses who said unto the children of Israel, A Prophet shall
the Lord, your God, raise up unto you of your brethren, like me; Him shall ye hear'' (Acts 7:37). Stephen indicated that Jesus Christ is
the One of whom Moses spoke.

Christ Pictured in the Life of Moses-- The Scripture says that our Lord was a prophet ''like unto Moses.'' Please consider the
following points as you study Deuteronomy. -- Both Moses and Christ...

Van Gorder goes on to write - "we see striking similarities to the death and resurrection of our Lord.

(1) were goodly children [Ex 2:2; Heb 11:23; Luke 2:52].

(2) refused a kingdom (Heb 11:26a) [Mat 4:8-10].

(3) were the object of a king's wrath [Heb 11:27; Acts 4:27].

(4) acted for the joy of the reward [Heb 11:26b] (Heb 12:2).

(5) were called out of Egypt [Mat 2:13-15].

(6) were rejected at first by their brethren [Ex 2:14; John 1:11]

(7) made the sea obey them [Ex 14:15,16,21; Mark 4:39-41].

(8) had people who wanted to stone them [Num 14:8-10; John 10:31-33].

(9)delivered a parting blessing to Israel [Dt 33:26-29; Mat 23:37-39]

(10)had their resurrection contested (Jude 1:9; Mat 17:3; 28:12-18).

(11) [are] associated in the song of eternity (Rev 15:3).

(1) Moses went up to die (Dt 34:1). Christ ascended to Calvary [John 19:17,18].

(2) Moses was alone, except for God (Dt 34:6). Christ's followers forsook Him [Mat 26:56].

(3) The Lord talked to him (T 34:4) [Heb 1:8-12].

(4) Moses' faculties were unimpaired (Dt 34:7). Christ remained in control until His death [John 10:17,18]

(5) What a funeral! Moses died ''according to the word of the Lord'' (34:5); literally, ''at the mouth of the Lord.''
Christ dismissed His own spirit when the work was completed [Mat 27:50; Jn 19:28-30].

(6) This is not the last we see of Moses. He stood with Christ and Elijah on the mount of transfiguration, 1500
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years later [Mat 17:1-3]. Evidently, the devil tried to hold the body of Moses so that he could not appear with
the Lord Jesus (Jude 1:9). Death could not hold our Savior [Acts 2:24].
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Deuteronomy 27:26 all the words. The law is thus considered, even in all of its words, as a unit, no word of which could be
broken without breaking the law as a whole. This both confirms its verbal inspiration and its impossible demands. Note the
New Testament confirmations in Galatians 3:10; James 2:10. Thus the law in itself cannot save. God's forgiving grace, by the
redemptive work of Christ, is required for salvation, and is to be received solely by faith.
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